
 

TEACHING HIDDEN HISTORIES 
 
The Struggle for Liberty, Equality, and Property: 
Examining Resistance to Exclusionary Policies Against 
Black People in Essex County 

 
 

Virtual Meeting, Saturday, March 27, 2021 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM. 

 
The history of Black people’s experiences in Essex County, MA, including enslavement, 
“gradual emancipation,” and hard-fought access to fundamental rights, offers a rich set of stories 
for our students to explore. In this workshop, we will examine how these experiences exemplify 
a larger history of structural policies of exclusion and prejudice, but also perseverance and 
change. In uncovering some of these stories, we will explore how and why this history has often 
been hidden from view or distorted to fit more comfortable narratives, discussing implications 
for our students in today’s world. 
 
 
 
 
Project Coordinator: Brian Sheehy 
 

Brian Sheehy is the History Department Coordinator at North Andover High School in 
North Andover, MA, where he teaches AP European History, AP United States History, 
Sports of the Past, and Sports in American Culture. He is the winner of Organization of 
American Historians: Mary K. Bonsteel Tachau Teacher of the Year Award 2020 and 
Williams College: Olmstead Secondary Teacher of the Year Award 2020. In 2018 he 
created the North Andover High History Learning Lab, which focuses on enriching and 
enhancing the history curriculum through object based learning. Brian is also a sports 
historian who has traveled all over the country giving presentations at conferences, 
symposiums, historical societies, and museums. He has designed and created professional 
development for other teachers so that they can incorporate sports-related themes and 
topics into their everyday history classrooms. Brian is the president of the Essex Base 
Ball Organization, a nonprofit group that plays base ball as it was played in the 19th 
century 

 
  



Speakers: 
 
Kabria Baumgartner 

Kabria Baumgartner specializes in nineteenth century African American history and 
literature. Her first book, In Pursuit of Knowledge: Black Women and Educational 
Activism in Antebellum America (New York University Press, 2019), examines the 
history of school desegregation in the nineteenth century Northeast by focusing on the 
experiences of African American girls and women. She is currently writing her second 
book, Bound To Service: Black Girls and Unfree Labor in the Shadow of Slavery, which 
explores the rise of indentured servitude in the Northeast and its impact on African 
American girls and women during the early national period. At the University of New 
Hampshire, she teaches courses on slave narratives, New England myths and legends, 
and the history of American education. 

 
Kat Everett 

Kat Everett M.Ed. is an educator, social justice advocate, curator, activist, writer, spoken 
word artist. She is a senior level Executive with over 22 years of refined experience in the 
human/social services field working in a variety of professional settings and levels 
including grassroots organizations, city, state, and federal entities, public k-12 schools, 
public and private higher education institutions. Kat brings 10 years of diversity, equity, 
inclusion education experience cultivating and working with cross-sector teams locally, 
nationally and globally. Kat has extensive community engagement and facilitation 
experience. She is skilled in innovative approaches and transformative interdisciplinary 
pedagogy.  Kat is the Co-Founder/ CEO of Power of Self Education (POSE) Inc. a 
community engagement & advocacy organization that exists to "inspire people and 
mobilize resources to strengthen communities". She is the founder and curator of COCO 
Brown, a cultural community center in Haverhill that uses the mediums of art, music, 
storytelling, and movement to strengthen community relationships and improve social 
and economic equity.  Kat’s personal mission is to “Constantly Cultivate Community”. 
 

Bethany Jay 
 
Bethany Jay is an Associate Professor of History at Salem State University. She teaches 
courses in multiple fields including American history and slavery, history education, and 
public history. Her scholarship, including her work as editor of Understanding and 
Teaching American Slavery, focuses on the interpretation of slavery in public settings 
including museums and classrooms. 
 

Steven Oliver 
 
Steven Thurston Oliver is an associate professor of secondary and higher education at 
Salem State University. Steven is sociologist of education whose research is focused on 
the ways in which contemplative pedagogy can be used as a catalyst in K-12 teacher 
preparation and higher education programs for cultivating greater capacity among 
educators to engage across human differences. Steven earned a Ph.D. in Sociology of 



Education from New York University, a M.Ed. in Educational Leadership and Policy 
Studies from the University of Washington, and a BA in International Studies from 
Antioch College. 
 

Kyera Singleton 
 

Kyera Singleton is Executive Director at the Royall House and Slave Quarters in 
Medford. Singleton is a PhD candidate in the department of American culture at the 
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, and currently a dissertation fellow in the history 
department at Harvard University. She has previously held academic fellowships from 
Emory University and the American Association of University Women. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in American studies and women’s gender and sexuality studies from 
Macalester College. Before joining the Royall House and Slave Quarters, Singleton 
demonstrated her commitment to making history both visible and accessible through 
public history projects in museums and nonprofits that are committed to social justice. 
She served as the Humanity in Action Policy Fellow for the ACLU of Georgia, where she 
worked on various issues including mass incarceration, reproductive justice and voting 
rights. And she served as a research fellow for the Charles Wright Museum of African 
American History in Detroit. 

 

Moderator: Dr. Brad Austin 

Brad Austin is a Professor of History at Salem State University, where he teaches modern 
U.S. history, sports history, the history of New England and slavery, and history 
education courses. He has served as the chairperson of American Historical Association’s 
Teaching Prize Committee.  He is the author of Democratic Sports: Men’s and Women’s 
College Sports During the Great Depression (University of Arkansas Press, 2015) and the 
co-editor of Understanding and Teaching the Vietnam War (University of Wisconsin 
Press, 2013).  He is also co-editor for the University of Wisconsin Press’s Harvey 
Goldberg Series for Understanding and Teaching History.  In 2012, he won the Graduate 
Studies Teaching Award from the Northeastern Council of Graduate Studies, an 
organization representing more than 200 universities in the eastern United States and 
Canada. 

 

This program was made possible in part by a grant from the National Park Foundation 

 
 


