
The Declaration of 
Independence

July 4, 1776



This Massachusetts newspaper printed a copy of The Declaration 
of Independence shortly after it was signed and adopted.



We have the original text, 
but what does it mean?

Directions: Use the following 
steps to summarize the 
excerpts from The Declaration 
of Independence. 

Prepare Prepare to share your ideas.

Compare Compare your summary with the original.

Write Write the main point in your own words.

Underline Underline key ideas.

Replace Replace complex words with simple ones.               
(Use a dictionary or thesaurus.)

Read Read the excerpt.



Original Text Summarize in your own words

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen 
united States of America

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.



Original Text Summarize in your own words

That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed, That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or 
to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness. 



Original Text Summarize in your own words

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. 



Original Text Summarize in your own words

But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it 
is their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.



Original Text Summarize in your own words

Such has been the patient sufferance of 
these Colonies; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to alter 
their former Systems of Government. The 
history of the present King of Great Britain is 
a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over 
these States. To prove this, let Facts be 
submitted to a candid world.



According to The Declaration 
of Independence, what did 

Americans in the 1700’s 
value or consider important?



Personal ads printed in 1776.

A personal ad is when an individual pays to have 
something printed in the newspaper to notify the public. 

1. What are your initial observations of this publication?

2.  What are 3 things being advertised?

3.  Name 3 cities that are mentioned.



The ads on the previous slide were printed in  
the SAME NEWSPAPER as The Declaration of 

Independence.



Directions: Use the excerpt to answer the following questions.

1. How does the publication of these ads conflict with the values stated in The 
Declaration of Independence?

2. How do Benjamin Raymond and Isaac Blunt view the enslaved man and boy?

3.  What can you infer about the values of the enslaved people?

Bonus: Why is this an example of irony?  (Irony is a contradiction between what 
is said and what is meant, or between what is expected and what actually 
occurs.)



Explain why it is 
immensely important 
that The Declaration of 
Independence is applied 
to all people in our 
country.   

1
Persuade the 
congressman that 
enslaving people 
conflicts with the values 
of our nation.

2
Describe how our 
country would benefit in 
1776, and in the future if 
everyone was given the 
rights to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

3
Use language that is 
both formal and 
persuasive. 

4

Letter to the Past
Write a letter to one of the members of Congress who signed The Declaration of Independence in 1776.

* Note:  Congress made several changes to Thomas Jefferson’s first draft of the declaration, including removing references condemning slavery. 


